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Bacon and was continued by Locke, Berkeley and Hume.
Hobbes only turned to philosophy comparatively late in life]
He is said to have been forty when he first came across Euclid, and
was so impressed by the geometrical method that (like his great
French contemporary Descartes) he adopted it for philosophic
purposes. About this time he seems to have fixed on his theory of
motion as the fundamental explanation of things, and he soon
began to build up his social and political philosophy of absolutism
on this mechanistic basis. As early as 1640 he circulated in MS. a
treatise called The Elements of law Natural and Politic which was not
printed in full till 1889 when it was ed. from the MS. by F.
Tonnies (later ed. C.U.P. 1928). His Elementorum philosophiae sectio
tertia de ewe appeared at Amsterdam in 1647. This treatise usually
known as the De Give was a development of the Elements of law
Natural and Politic and was tr. into English under the title Phih-
sophicall Rudiments concerning Government. Two parts of the Elements
entitled Humane Nature or the Fundamentall Elements of Policy and
De Corpore politico or the Fundamental Elements of Law Moral and
Politick appeared in 1650. They contain the main elements of
Hobbes's mechanistic and materialistic view of the universe and of
man, which forms the basis of his great work Leviathan or the Matter
Forme and Power of a Commonwealth (1651) Leviathan was rptd. in
1680. There are many modern edd. The best are those of A. R.
Waller (text only, C.U.P. 1904), of W. G. Pogson Smith (O.U.P.*
with valuable introd. 1909) and in Ev. Lib. The first of three
treatises of which the De Give had been the third was pub. in 1655
under the title Elementorum philosophiae sectio prima de corpore.
The second part Elementorum Philosophiae sectio secunda de homing
appeared in 1658. An English tr. of the De Corpore corrected by
Hobbes also appeared in 1658. Hobbes became involved in con-
troversies on two fronts after the publication of these works. On the
one hand he was attacked by Bishop Bramhall (see p. 277) for his
rigid determinism set forth in his tract Of Liberty and Necessity > pub,
without Hobbes's permission in 1654, and on the other by some of
the chief mathematicians of the day such as Seth Ward and John
Wallis for his strictures on academic teaching and his own brilliant
but amateurish mathematical theories. He was also drawn into
controversy with the great chemist Robert Boyle. Thus it will be
seen that his views were distrusted equally by the orthodox church-
men and the scientists. His Bethemoth: The History of the Causes of
the Civil Wars of England was written about 1668, but, by the com-
mand of the King, Hobbes refrained from publishing it. It
appeared in 1680, There is a modern ed. by F. Tonnies (1889),
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